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27 April 2021 
 
 
Mr. Peterson Vollmann, Planner IV 
City of Oakland 
Planning & Building Department 
250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 2114 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
 
Re: Draft Environment Impact Report for the Waterfront Ballpark District at 
Howard Terminal, Oakland. (Project # ER18016).   
 
Dear Mr. Vollmann, 
 
By way of this Public Comment, we, Vida and Saied Karamooz, express our strong 
support for the new A’s stadium at Howard Terminal (“the Project”) and its potential as a 
major economic boost to Oakland.  However, achieving the full potential of this endeavor 
requires a bold and transformative vision.  As such, we find the “Transportation Hub” 
aspect of the Project to lack the right vision and, therefore, somewhat underwhelming to 
put it politely.  As is, the so-called Transportation Hub as proposed in the Draft EIR is 
nothing more than a gloried bike shop and an expanded AC Transit bus stop.  To create 
a true Transportation Hub, the Amtrak train station and Greyhound bus station must be 
relocated to the Project to greet visitors with an unmatched experience anywhere in the 
state or the country for that matter.  This facility must also offer such common services 
as car rental agencies for travelers and residents alike.  A good model to emulate would 
be Union Station in Washington DC that is truly a destination on its own with many 
amenities and dining and entertainment options.  And finally, the complex must be 
connected to the city of Alameda with a pedestrian walkway to welcome the nearly 
100,000 residents of the island.  
 
Of course relocating the Amtrak Station from its current location would result in the 
added benefit of reducing quite a bit of train traffic through the Jack London District as a 
number of Amtrak trains (some Capitol Corridor and all San Joaquin scheduled trains) 
either terminate at the Oakland Station (currently in Jack London) or are deadheads (up 
to 32, Source: DEIR, 4.15-17) into the railyard for service or maintenance.  This 
reduction of train traffic does not only decrease disruptions to nearby businesses, but 
also eliminates the corresponding collision risks in this heavily populated and highly 
popular area south of the Project. 
 
We pray that the City of Oakland and the A’s revisit the Transportation Hub at the 
Project and enhance it to become an actual Transportation Hub, not just a hollow façade.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Vida and Saied Karamooz 
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